CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE RELATIONSHIP

INTELLECTUAL FACET

The human mind is a wonderful creation. With it we can weigh facts and figures. We can look at the pros and cons of a situation in such a way as to enable the will, which is seated in the mind, to make right and proper decisions. With the aid of our mind we can convey abstract concepts in our conversation, and so enrich our lives and the lives of others. But we need our intellects to develop these concepts. For this subject of marriage I am regarding the intellectual facet as the part of us that can imagine things without the aid of sight.
In this study as I've said before, I am looking at the mental facet of marriage as that part of us which deals with facts and figures, and which can convey abstract concepts such as ideas, dreams, hopes etc; whereas I'm taking the intellect facet to mean that part which can take ideas, dreams, hopes, plans, longings, goals etc. and develop them so that they take on concrete form. In other words, I am taking the intellect as that part of us which can be creative.
My reason for doing this is that many people are very much inclined to regard their intellect as a part of them which doesn't amount to much and which has no real bearing on their life. They are inclined to see the intellect as having only to do with the very intellectual and highly educated.
To me this is absolutely wrong, because as far as I am concerned, true intellectualism is, as I have already said, the ability to develop ideas etc. into reality. For example, any person, male or female who can take simple ingredients out of a food cupboard and work them into an appetising and good meal, especially without the aid of a cookbook, is, as far as I'm concerned, exercising their God-given intell​ect. 

Anyone who can take a little baby, and in working with them, help them to grow into a worthwhile adult, without losing their own mind in the process, is, to me, far more brilliant than any physicist or scientist.
Where so many people have gone wrong these days, is in allowing others to dictate to them, and decide for them, what is good and worthwhile. I don't want you to misunderstand me here. I am not suggesting that a wife's place is only in the home, far from it. Read Pro.31:10-31 and you will see for yourself what God has to say.
The point I'm making is that today there seems to be a very concerted move to convince women in general, that unless they are out in the work force, they are vegetating and of no consequence. Often too late, many discover that being in the work force is just another form of bondage; bondage to materialism; bondage to self. These things don't bring fulfillment, and many, many people, male as well as female, end up vegetating in a 'dead-end job', often with no apparent way out, because of unnecessary financial commitments.
It seems to me, that for those of you ladies who want to be, and who choose to be, a wife and mother in the home, there are some real problems, which must be faced. For some reason, many of you seem to think it necessary to shut down your creative abilities, or to allow others to do this to you. You seem to have forgotten, or to have allowed others to make you lay aside, your ability to contribute greatly to the overall family, to the family of God, and in many areas outside the home.
It seems incredible to me the number of devout Christian wives who feel they would be usurping their husbands place by allowing themselves to develop to their full potential. The sick, egotistical society in which we live, and to which we have all contributed, in one way or another, has caused many Christian husbands to have allowed these same evil principles to develop in them. Now, either those ideas and principles are wrong, or Proverbs chapter thirty-one is wrong. Take your pick, whom are you going to believe?
Jesus, as we’ve already seen earlier, has told us it is more blessed to give than to receive, and, as we have hopefully already seen, to be blessed amounts to being fulfilled, or being made glad. I'm sure you will agree with me, that’s exactly what you and I, and everyone else, is really looking for. I would imagine that you, like me, would want to contribute to others as much as is possible, so that you may be fulfilled, filled with the joy of giving, to the greatest degree possible.
Please don’t fall for the concept, straight from hell, that unless one is making a financial contribution to a marriage or family that they are somehow failing, or being inadequate. Look around you, we now have more, materially, than ever before, yet marriages and families are breaking up at an alarmingly increasing rate.
It is not more financial input that is needed in our marriages and families, but commitment, love and time. If we are not all putting real time and effort into our home life, then there is little chance of avoiding trouble.
Whether we are in the home, in a job, or in a business, if our efforts are not first of all directed to our God's glory, then for the good of our family, spiritual and natural, then for the good of others who need our help, with ourselves last of all, we have completely lost sight of the high and holy calling of our God, as shown in his Word. We are not 'serving the Lord Christ'. (Col.3:23-24)
To begin to reach our full potential in the giving of ourselves for the good of others, we must learn to use our own intellects. There really is a great need here to use our creative abilities. To help us in this area, Terri and I find that real conversation is vital. That is the ability to put across ideas hopes etc., which provide the opportunity to bounce these abstract concepts off the intellect of the one who, in human terms, loves us most in this world.
To see what comes back, can, and should be, very exciting. This ability, both to talk and to listen, may come naturally for you, or you may have to work hard to acquire it, as we have to, but it’s worth whatever effort we have to make.
If you find that you really cannot have this type of conversation with your spouse, despite your very best efforts, and unfortunately this is often the case, then don't lose heart. Look for someone to help you, and I really do mean, look!
Please be careful here though, it is definitely preferable that you look for a believing couple, rather than one person of whichever sex. Preferable, because you can then bounce your thoughts and ideas off a member of the opposite sex without any danger of major problems cropping up, and so you can keep a proper balance, in safety.  By proper balance, I mean the balance between the different viewpoints of the sexes. It's not really much use talking to a member of your own sex, as then there would be a distinct possibility of just getting your own ideas reinforced instead of enlarged. 

This whole thing, if handled lovingly and prayerfully for their good, could easily lead to your spouse finding that he or she can join in, and so make it a foursome. Who knows, by the grace of God they may learn to contribute also.

Of course, if you take the whole thing to our Father first, and commit it to him, he will direct you in the best way for you to go. 
But be patient, your spouse may very well have genuine difficulties in this area through no fault of their own. So often we men can use an aggressive, overbearing or macho exterior to cover up hurt or feelings of inadequacy, just as you ladies can use tears, nagging or silence to cover up similar feelings. So, like I said, let's be patient with each other, and understanding of one another's short-comings, just as our God has been very patient with us all.
If we will only learn to communicate in this way, borrowing ideas and thoughts from each other, it is truly amazing how quickly these can develop into full grown plans and goals, with which you can both identify.
You see, this area of contributing to, or of failing to contribute to, our marriage can make or break it. I fear that it is in this facet of the intellect that very many relationships do not develop as they ought and so both persons, to a more or less degree, feel cheated and unfulfilled.
We owe it to each other to develop this area, because the results, good or bad, are very far reaching. Whether we recognise it or not, we all need to be constantly challenged in the intellectual area of our lives, including our marriages, if we are to find the fulfillment we need. If we do not exercise our creative intellect, we have no real chance of finding that fulfillment. We are in danger of becoming dull and uninteresting.
We may claim that we are what we are, and can do nothing about it, but that is a lie, and it comes from the Pit, from Satan himself. The Word of God tells us 'we can do all things in Christ' who gives us his strength. (Phil.4:13) Again it says that 'God is working in us' both to make us willing and to empower us to do things his way, which is the right way. (Phil.4:13) For us who believe, it is surely the way we want to go.
We are very foolish indeed, if we continue to voice the lie of Satan and as a result continue to sow the seed of that lie in our hearts. In here, as in every other area, if we will only change the words coming out of our mouths, and cause them to line up with what God's Word says, then we will release the power of that Word in our lives and hearts. (Jh.1:1, Rom.10:9-10) It will smother the weeds we have sown there in the past, and will cause us to be a fruitful garden for our God.
Tell me, if you and I will not work, by the Spirit of God, to do this in our own lives, how can we ever hope to work with our believing spouse in cultivating the garden of God, the Church? How can we expect to be fruitful in our work with other believers? Instead of sowing the 'Good Seed', we will be transplanting weeds, thorns and thistles from our own hearts, and we will also be slowing down the getting ready of the Bride of Christ. (2Pet.3:11-12)
I don't want to come on too strongly, but just maybe in this facet of marriage there is a need to emphasise the importance of subjecting our intellect to the Word of God. Otherwise, we are likely to come up with fully-fledged ideas and ideals that are contrary to that Word and which may become idols. Unbelieving man has already made a god out of his sciences, and sadly, some Christians seem to be going the same road.
To give an example, many years ago, in talking to a brother in the Lord, I said to him that God could make one plus one equal anything he wanted it to. His reply was that it was not so, because God was bound by the laws of mathematics and could not change them. He was unfortunately going from the premise that God had set up the laws of math, as we know them, and so was bound by them.
It seemed to me at the time, that it is man who has set up these and not God. A little example will hopefully show what I mean. There is a story told in varying forms, which I heard in this way. Three men went into a cafe to have a bite to eat. When they were finished, each gave the waiter $10 to cover the cost of the meal. He went to the cashier who gave him $5 change. On the way back to the table he thought, 'How am I going to divide $5 between three people'. So he put $2 in his pocket and gave the three men $1 change each.
As far as the men were concerned the meal had cost them $9 each, having given the waiter $10 and getting back $1 change. Three times $9 is $27, plus the $2 which the waiter put in his pocket makes $29. Where did the other dollar go?
Now I know that if you work out this little problem any other way, nothing is missing. But my point is this; if the laws of mathematics were designed by our God, there would be no flaw in them. They would be perfect. However, this little example shows a very definite flaw. Using the decimal system, if you divide ten, or any multiple of it, by three and then multiply by three, you will never end up with ten again, even if you stay going for eternity. But the Word tells us, that 'whatever God does is perfect', and stands forever.
It is for this reason that I stress again the importance of subjecting our intellect, as well as everything else, to the Word of God. Among those who use their intellect to search and find out so many things, it is only those who have the seed of faith in them, who can come to know and understand that from the beginning, the very first atom of wisdom and understanding is the Fear of the Lord.
Those who have made the intellect, either their own or that of others, their god, say there is no God. Our Father says of them that they are fools and that man, by his own wisdom, can never know him.
If, as some seem to claim, man can come to know God through his understanding, through his mind and intellect, then the Word which talks about the exclusive place of faith in our salvation, in our receiving the Holy Spirit, in our being born again, and in our walk with God, is not true. However, I praise God that these four things are true and real. They are not some theory, but a living reality in the hearts and lives of those who truly believe God in everything he says, even if they don't yet understand with their minds. (Jh.6:52-65)
As far as that grain of faith goes, we are without excuse. We were all born with it. Just look at it in a little child. The complete confidence it has in its parents. Look at the absolute faith, so misplaced, which teen-agers have towards their singing idols. Look at the faith so many have in man's sciences. Look at the faith some have in their favorite politician. We all have faith in someone or something, and when it is all boiled down, we are the one's who have decided to place that faith where it is.
As far as my wife, Terri, and I are concerned, 'We have decided to follow Jesus, the Word of God, with no turning back; the cross before us, the world behind us’, no looking back like Lot’s wife. Even when we have stumbled in that way and maybe sometimes even fallen, our great God continues to hold us up, or lift us up, with his hand (Ps.37:23-24), he continues to forgive us, because of Jesus.
This way is hard and sometimes lonely, in so far as human company goes, but it is so good. (Matt.7:14) Who else but the Spirit of Jesus can fill our hearts with peace and joy when everything is going wrong and falling down around us? Who else can turn our problems into blessings, our sorrows into joy, our mourning into gladness? Who else gives us a written guarantee and then causes us to know the certainty of it, causes us to experience the glory of it, before we have fully acquired possession of it?
Those who know what I'm talking about realize with me that I am not just talking about feeling happy or feeling glad, but of knowing the certainty of pure joy in the very depths of our being, even when walking 'through the valley of the shadow of death'.
I mentioned earlier that if we do not develop the intellectual facet of our relationship, we are in grave danger of becoming vague and dull. In allowing that to happen to us we are not loving, honouring or cherishing our spouse, and in so failing, we are undermining our marriage relationship. We may eventually be contributing to its break-up and so causing ourselves to be exposed to God's anger, because he says that what he has joined together, no one is to pull asunder.
This, of course, is without the added disobedience, through failure to show the relationship that exists in the spiritual realm between Christ and his Bride, the Church. After all, for anyone to know what is the right thing to do, and then to fail to do it, that is sin.
Of course it may be claimed by some that they did not know, but I sometimes wonder how that will stand up to the scrutiny of the Word, in the day of the Lord. Often our ignorance is due to not bothering, for a variety of reasons, to find out the truth. After all, the Word tells us that 'if we lack wisdom, we should ask God', and again it says 'we do not have, because we do not ask'.
With life in general, many of us have rather simplistic views. We tend to see things as just black and white, with very little compassion or understanding. One can see this clearly in the number of denominations that exist in what we commonly call 'the Christian church'. In this present time, this is even more evident in the further splintering of these denominations, particularly the Pentecostal and Charismatic groups.
Much, though I hasten to add, not all, of this breaking up is on individual points of view. Few of these have anything to do with salvation, sanctification or fruit bearing for God and should therefore not be allowed to create division.
Of course the great majority of Christians who take these stands feel, and believe, that they are being ‘led’ by the Holy Spirit to do so. However, as we are to be known by our fruits, I cannot help but wonder how many of us will have to hang our heads in shame in the Day of the Lord.
Unfortunately, our intellect, fired by our pride and a sense of our knowledge, can so easily lead us astray in this area. If we each were to be truly honest with ourselves, I think we would have to admit to this occurring in our own lives a few times during our walk to date.
Leaders can sometimes get carried away with their own importance, because of the over zealous trust and faith of their congregations. Of course this can work both ways, as some leaders can cause their people to go wrong with their persuasive oratory.
What I am trying to say is that we must, as individuals, take up our responsibilities here. We need to get into the Word for ourselves before God, trusting his Spirit to do as Jesus said, and lead us into all truth. (Jh.16:13)
That Word tells us we do not have to have a man, any man, to teach us, as his anointing teaches us all things. (1Jh.2:27) But I do hope you understand fully what God is saying here. He is not saying for instance, that it is wrong to learn from Holy Spirit gifted teachers, nor is he saying that we must not listen to different ones, especially those outside our normal sphere of contact. 

The scripture just quoted says, "His anointing teaches us all things." Please understand, it does not say we must only listen to the Anointing which dwells in us, and ignore what that same Anointing, is saying to us, especially through those Spirit gifted individuals who he has set aside for that special purpose. (Phil.4:11-14, Acts 6:2)
While it is true that the Holy Spirit teaches us all things (Jh.14:26), nevertheless, he does this work through a variety of people, circumstances and experiences, which he chooses. (Pro.11:14) If this were not so, we could so easily take him to mean, as some have, that we listen only to his Holy Spirit within us, and we would thereby miss out on a great deal of what our God wants to teach us.

Of course it most certainly is true that we should always listen to the Anointing within us.  We must listen to him, so as to find out what spirit is speaking through other people; whether it is the Spirit of God, their own human spirit, or a satanic spirit.  We truly need to know! (Jh.7:17, 1Cor.2:11-13) Isn't that wonderfully planned by our God?
In this way, God has protected his children from contamination, because those who truly want to do his will, not only know his voice, but also will flee from strangers, because they do not know their voice. (Jh.lO:5) In other words, they will recognise that voice as not being of God.
On the other hand, we need our brothers and sisters, because none of us can be an island to ourselves, we’re part of God’s family, and so we need protection from our proud and independent spirits; that is humanly speaking of course. How safe and secure we are, when we trust our God completely. No one can fool us, unless we want to be fooled, he has covered every eventuality.
Now back to the intellectual facet of marriage. I hope you know and understand by now, that everything in the marriage relationship was designed in such a way as to show spiritual truths and realities. Of course the reverse is also true. Such things as we come to understand and know in the spiritual, can help us towards a much greater understanding of the way God intended the different facets of marriage to work.
One of the common denominators in very much of the divisions between the churches is a problem of narrow vision. This is so often due to placing too much emphasis on a man's teachings, at the expense of the whole Word. Using a medical term it could be called 'tunnel vision'.
This type of visual problem causes one to be able to see only what is directly in front; a bit like looking through a tube. An old version of this concept was called 'wearing blinkers'. Those blinkers were placed at each side of a horse’s head to keep it from being distracted or frightened by what was happening around it.
It is important at this point to realise, that being able to focus our vision on one particular thing is sometimes very essential, especially in the spiritual realm. (Col.3:1-3) However, 'Tunnel Vision' is a physical difficulty that makes a person unable to broaden their view to include 'Peripheral Vision'. However, for the physically healthy, it is possible to switch from one to the other at will.
In marriage we must have this same ability. We need to be able to focus on an individual point without losing sight of the other areas, but if we focus too much on any one facet, we are in danger of losing perspective. We can end up thinking all the beauty is contained there, and so, all too often, neglect the rest.
If we make this mistake, we find that after a little while, that particular area of our relationship begins to lose it's luster, and as is so often the case, we become disillusioned, thinking it was all a mistake and that marriage is just a let down. We forget, or never knew in the first place, that just as each facet of a diamond needs the others backing it up for it to be full of life and beauty, so too, each facet of marriage needs all the others backing it, in order for it to retain its delightfulness.
In marriage this is a great danger, a trap which many fall into. We can so easily allow ourselves to be preoccupied with one particular thing, such as a fault in our spouse, and so lose sight of the things we love in them.
For us as Christians, the enemy of our souls can play a very active part in this, if we allow him to, by our disobeying the Word of God, and not honouring our spouse. I am sure, that along with me, you can remember times when you have failed in this area.
It is absolutely vital for us to take the blinkers off ourselves to enable us to enlarge our vision, and so, learn to judge ourselves truly. We must learn how to be critical of self, and by that I do not mean just to criticise. There is a very great difference you know. To be critical is to examine ourselves carefully with a view to improving self. To criticise, is all too often just to pull down, and is rarely, if ever, good.
When we learn to look critically at ourselves, just as you ladies do when you examine yourselves in a mirror to see if every​thing is as it ought to be, before going out, then we will no doubt find that the thing preventing us from seeing clearly, is in fact the log in our own eye, of which Jesus spoke. This log or blinker prevents us from seeing the larger picture. However if we judge ourselves truly, we will find our vision greatly enlarged. Not only that, we will also find that tunnel vision had robbed us of the beauty and color, the depth and scope, the life and vitality, provided by peripheral vision.
Today, a very great deal of the world's focus in marriage is concentrated in two areas, the emotional and the physical. The sad thing is that both of these are, in themselves, least likely to produce lasting happiness. This is because they are concentrated, at least in the way they are portrayed in the media, virtually entirely on self. To focus on self is to deny the Word of God, which tells us it is more blessed or fulfilling, to give than to receive.
Tragically, these concepts are now found among, and accepted by, Christians, especially young adults. Satan, via the world, has succeeded in planting his ideas and his lies among believers. We can see in this today, maybe more clearly than ever before, the fulfillment of the parable of the wheat and the tares. (Matt.13:24-30)
'The enemy has done this’, and he has had sufficient opportunity, because of negligence on our part. We have not sown nearly enough of the Good Seed of the Word in our own lives, so as to bear good fruit in the lives of our children. If we had, the simple truth of the matter is that our lives would then have been such as to smother the weeds, the lies of the enemy, in their lives, at least while they were young.
In fact, we have not only failed to do that, but in many cases have nourished and protected the weeds which, like marijuana or any other drug, can produce a 'high' and can seem so good at the time, but which invariably lead to an emotional crash, and if persisted with, will eventually cause irreversible damage.  Let’s face it, there has already been horrendous damage done in Christian marriages because of an acceptance of worldly principles and values. It is now too late for many. 
Before it becomes too late for many others we must act, but we must be motivated always and entirely by love, God's love in us, and the desire to build up the body of Christ, by sowing the Word by every means available, in the lives of those around us. We must be ready to be laughed at, ridiculed and even hated by some.
The servants of the powers of darkness don't worry much about how individuals react to them. They don't worry about being laughed at. All they see are the end results for themselves, which are money, power, prestige etc.
When will we, as Christians, become as wise as the sons of darkness, and begin to use our intellect, controlled by the Spirit under the authority of the Word, to be as 'wise as serpents, but as innocent as doves', at the same time. (Luk.16:1-8, Matt.10:16)
Repeating, before you can use your intellect for the benefit of other believers in any area, you must of course, first learn to use it, and develop this facet of your marriage, for your mutual good. It is vital for the good of your life together to remember that if you fail to develop this facet, you will eventually do untold damage to your relationship with your spouse.
Your spouse is meant to find his or her greatest fulfillment in your happiness. So, and this is the point of what I am saying, while it is a greater blessing for you to give than to receive, nevertheless, in marriage, if you are not willing to also accept the lesser blessing, and be on the receiving end, how is your spouse going to experience the greater fulfillment of giving. If we truly love, we cannot deny each other this blessing.
I emphasise again here, that the intellectual facet of marriage must be used to bring to maturity in us the abstract concepts of ideas, ideals, goals, dreams, desires, etc. To enable this to come about, we must learn to communicate deeply with each other. To do that, we must be willing to risk being hurt in the process, because hurt we will be.
Remember, the choice is yours. You can put the hurts away, knowing you have also hurt your spouse, or you can nurse them to you. Which will you do? Will you use your intellect and mind to submit to God's way and so, in your marriage, as in every other area of your life, be a blessing to our Father? Will you bear fruit for him by the very powerful example of your life lived by the power of his mighty Spirit and made possible by the life, death and resurrection of his Son?
One last thought; thoughtfulness!! How many relationships suffer badly because of the lack of this so simple and unselfish attribute? How many marriages could be enriched by just a little sprinkling of it? How great and powerful is the testimony of a Christian couple who set out to deliberately and liberally fill their relationship with this most beautiful characteristic of our God?
Doesn't it make you feel so good when someone, especially the one you love, shows by their actions, that they are thinking about you in a deeply caring way?
Courtesy is nearly a forgotten thing today. Yet it is appreciated by all. It costs us no more than a little selfless thought. Flowers, when they are least expected. Appreciation, shown in many little ways, such as a simple touch of the hand, a squeeze of the shoulders, an 'I love you', just because it makes your spouse feel good.
There are so many, many ways to show our thoughtfulness, if we would only apply our creative intellect to the task of coming up with them. Think about your spouse more than about yourself, you may be pleasantly surprised at what results. How gratifying it will be for your spouse to find this beautiful attitude in you more and more.
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